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SUBJECT: PEACE CORPS IN YEMEN 

1 . DURING SEPT 22 CALL ON HIM, PRIMIN MUHSIN AL-AYNI SAID 

HE WANTED TO ASK ABOUT PEACE CORPS. HE TOLD ME NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE NOT FRIENDLY TO US INTERESTS WERE QUESTIONING WISDOM 
OF ITS PRESENCE. PRIMIN NOTED THESE PEOPLE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO 
ATTACK USAID PROGRAM, BUT HESITATED DOING SO BECAUSE IT 
WAS CLEARLY A USG ORGANIZATION. POSITION OE PEACE CORPS 
WAS, HOWEVER, NOT SO CLEAR. HE WONDERED WHETHER IT WOULD 
NOT BE BETTER TO REPLACE IT WITH A PRIVATE ORGANIZATION 
AND WANTED TO KNOW MY OPINION. 

2. I TOLD PRIMIN HE NEED HAVE NO DOUBT ABOUT POSITION OF 
PEACE CORPS. IT WAS, OF COURSE, PURELY A DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION, NOT INVOLVED IN CARRYING OUT US FOREIGN POLICY 
AND ITS VOLUNTEERS WERE PRIVATE CITIZENS, NOT GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES. NEVERTHELESS PEACE CORPS WAS PART OF USG 

AND ITS LOCAL DIRECTOR WAS USG OFFICIAL. IT WAS, THEREFORE, 
SUBJECT TO POLICY AND PROGRAM GUIDANCE EROM DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE AND EROM EMBASSY. PEACE CORPS PROGRAMS IN YAR WHICH 
I DESCRIBED BRIEFLY, WERE DEVELOPED JOINTLY WITH YARG 
AGENCIES AND WERE COORDINATED CLOSELY WITH EMBASSY. I 
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COULD ASSURE PRIMIN OFFICIALLY AND PERSONALLY THAT FEARS 
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YARG HAD PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED DURING HIS PREVIOUS TERM 
AS PRIMIN IN 1972 THAT YARG LACKED MEANS TO CONTROL SUCH 
VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS WERE NOT lUSTIEIED SINCE PEACE CORPS 
WORKED CLOSELY WITH YARG AGENCIES IN ITS PROJECTS AND 
WAS SUBJECT TO EMBASSY GUIDANCE AND SUPERVISION JUST 
AS WAS USAID. IE PRIMIN SHOULD SEE ANY PROBLEM DEVELOPING, 

HE SHOULD IMMEDIATELY INEORM ME OR NEW AMBASSADOR, WHEN 
HE ARRIVED, AND WE WOULD ENSURE THAT MATTER SOLVED. PRIMIN 
SAID HE HAD NO SPECIFIC PROBLEM IN MIND. 

3. WITH REGARD SUBSTITUTION, I SAID IT WAS EMBASSY POLICY 
TO ENCOURAGE SUITABLE DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE EROM AS 
MANY PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS AS POSSIBLE, NOT 

TO CHOOSE AMONG THEM. INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY SERVICES, 

PRIVATE COUNTERPART TO PEACE CORPS, WAS IN PACT ALREADY HELPING 

YAR, BUT ITS RESOURCES WERE LIMITED. PEACE CORPS 

HAD CONSIDERABLE GREATER RESOURCES WHICH I PELT WERE BEING 

UTILIZED VERY EFPECTIVELY IN YAR. ITS WITHDRAWAL 

WOULD MEAN SUBSTANIIAL LOSS TO YARG'S DEVELOPMENT EFPORT. 

4. IN CLOSING I EXPRESSED HOPE PRIMIN WOULD USE WHAT I 
HAD PRESENTED TO HIM TO COMBAT UNFRIENDLY ELEMENTS. 

PRIMIN SAID HE WOULD, STRESSING THAT POINTS HE HAD 
RAISED DID NOT REPRESENT HIS VIEWS, ONLY THOSE OP CRITICS. 

5. COMMENT: REGARDLESS OP HIS STATEMENTS, I SUSPECT 
IT IS PRIMIN HIMSELP WHO IS NOT WELL DISPOSED TO PEACE 
CORPS. IT WAS AYNI WHO INITIALLY TURNED DOWN PEACE CORPS 
AGREEMENT IN LATE 1972, DECISION SUBSEQUENTLY REVERSED 

BY SUCCESSOR GOVERNMENT POLLOWING AMBASSADOR CRAWFORD'S 
ASSURANCES THAT PEACE CORPS SUBJECT TO EMBASSY SUPERVISION. 
PURTHERMORE IT WAS AYNTS DEPUTY AND PROTEGE, MINSTATE 
POR PONAPP AL-KDODR, WHO IN 1972 DISTRIBUTED REPORT, 

ALLEGEDLY BASED ON ARAB LEAGUE INPORMATION BUT IN PACT SOVIET 

DISINPORMATION "BOILERPLATE", ASSERTING THAT PEACE CORPS 

WAS AGENT OF CIA. ALTHOUGH I DO NOT BELIEVE 

THAT AYNI HAS STRONG IDEOLOGICAL MOTIVATIONS, HIS CLOSE 

TIES TO IRAQIS AND THEREPORE INDIRECTLY WITH 

SOVIETS, MAY HAVE PROMPTED THIS LOW-KEY PROBE AGAINST 

PEACE CORPS. 
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6. WHILE IN SOME COUNTRIES IT MAY BE IN PEACE 
CORPS INTEREST TO MINIMIZE ITS IDENTIFICATION AS USG 
AGENCY, THIS IS CLEARLY NOT CASE IN YAR. ITS CONNECTION WITH 
USG, WHICH HAS MANY MORE POWERPUL PRIENDS THAN ENEMIES IN 
YARG, IS TO MY MIND SOURCE OP PROTECTION AGAINST THOSE 
IDEOLOGICALLY HOSTILE TO PEACE CORPS PRESENCE. 
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7. I HAVE INFORMED PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR HERMES OF 
FOREGOING AND ASKED THAT HE INSTRUCT HIS STAFF ABOUT 
IMPORTANCE OF AVOIDING ANY STATEMENTS ON PEACE CORPS 
STATUS THAT COULD BE MISCONSTRUED OR MISUSED BY 
UNFRIENDLY ELEMENTS. 

NEWTON 
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